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Lives of great men always remind us
We can make our lives sublime

And leave behind us
Footprints on sands of time.
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— Swami Divasevananda (Milind)

It was my twin brother Madhav because of whom | came
to know about 'Swa-Roopwardhinee and Shri K L Patwardhan.
When | first came in Ramakrishna Shakha | was impressed
with the different games, discipline, prarthana and studies etc.
| soon found all the wardhaks to be the salt of society and all
are dedicated, devoted, spirited & enthusiastic to put the cause
of 'Swa-Roopwardhinee into practice. The concept of oneness
'solidarity’, the feeling for the distressed wardhakas & society
and themissionary zeal to practice and propogate cultural values
and by studying hard, securing good marks, securing a degree
i.e. to stand on one's own feet these things appeal ed to my mind
immediately and | got dissolved in the ocean of ‘Swa’ -
Roopwardhinee. After few months | came to know that the
source behind all these activities is Shri. K. L. Patwardhan
(Called #. 9. or fRemT=). He had deep faith in our age old
culture. Hehad afervent reverencetowardsall our Rishis, Saints
& Mystics. Patriotism was also a dominant factor in his
character. Asamother nurtures/ feeds and brings up her child,
respected, Shri. K. L. Patwardhan Sir, would look upon usin
the same manner and we owe to him what we are today.

| had adeep interest in Astronomy and Tel escope making.
Shri K L Patwardhan knew it so he introduced me to
Shri. Patwardhan of Wardhan Works & he taught meto makea



Telescope. In thisway Shri K L Patwardhan would help and
guide Wardhakasto grow / develop in their respective subjects.

| will not go into the details as to how the ingtitution is
running & what departments it is having today but the basic
principles which Swami Vivekananda taught to al of us like
man making, character building, life giving principles,
strengthening of character etc. | found Shri. K. L. Patwardhan
was inspiried by these principles and he translated them in
wardhinees lives. In todays world there is information boom
al around and moral & cultural values are degrading \ eroding
on fast track and there is a scarcity of men like Shri. K. L.
Patwardhan. Swami Vivekanandasays*“Men, Men are wanted,
pure and selflessmen, sincereto the backbone are wanted. Then
everything else will come on its own. Swamiji further says
"You give meten genuinemen and | will revolutionisethewhole
world". Shri. K.L. Patwardhan was one such man. By thegrace
of Shri. Ramakrishnal am a monk in the holy monastic order
founded by Shri. Ramakrishna-Vivekananda.

| would liketo tell you, it was Shri. K L Patwardhan who
first introduced me in Ramakrishna Math & Ramkrishna
Mission. It so happended that | was passing through a difficult
phase in my life and | was unable to decide whether | should
become a householder or | should renounce wordly life and
embrace monastic life. Shri K L Patwardhan was akeen student
of human mind & psychology and like an expert doctor, found
out the disease and suggested me to go to RamakrishnaMath .
He not only suggested the remedy but he tel ephoned to Swami
Bhaumanandaji of Ramakrishna Math, Pune, took his



appointment & sent me to meet the Swami. Shri K L
Patwardhan's one instruction \ direction \ suggestion and my
meeting with Swami Bhaumanadaji has changed my life and
today | am blessed to be a monk of the holy monastic order
founded by Swami Vivekananda, inspirer of many patriots,
political leaders of pre Independence India. | pray to
Shri. Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sarada Devi & Swami
Vivekananda for spiritual unfolding & well-being of soul of
shri K L Patwardhan . | would also like to take this opportunity
& pray totheHoly Trinity that the cause and purpose for which
shri K L Patwardhan started ‘ Swa -Roopwardhinee, let it be
fulfilled and let * Swa -Roopwardhinee grow & sustain like a
big banyan tree and give shelter, peace, solace, directionto all
the souls who come there.
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